
STAVE LAKE POWERHOUSE TOUR 

On July 5th a group of 12 BC Stars club members and their guests, in 8 cars, met in Maple Ridge for a drive to 

the Stave Falls Powerhouse and a tour of the (now retired) BC Hydro power generating facility.   

The group drove through the countryside north and south of Dewdney Trunk Rd, ending at Stave Lake about 

40 minutes later. This was followed by a two-hour tour of the facility, and an enjoyable lunch together in 

Mission at the Mission Springs Brewing Company.  

 

Members appreciated the drive, the friendship, the cars, and the walk into the past that the power generating 

station represented.  

The Stave Falls Power Generating Plant, located near Mission, B.C., began construction in 1909 and was 

completed in 1912 by the Western Canada Power Company. It harnessed the Stave River’s 24-meter drop to 

produce hydroelectricity, quickly becoming a major power source for the Lower Mainland. Expanded in the 

1920s under the British Columbia Electric Railway Company, it became the province’s largest hydroelectric 

facility by 1926. In 1927, it was the first automated powerhouse in the Commonwealth. The original plant was 

decommissioned in 2000 and replaced with a modern facility featuring two 45 MW Kaplan turbines.  

The historic powerhouse, now a National Historic Site, operates as a museum and visitor centre showcasing 

early hydroelectric technology, renewable energy, and regional heritage. Its elegant architecture and preserved 

equipment offer a unique glimpse into B.C.’s industrial past. The club members found the tour very interesting. 



 


